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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
6:32 p. m

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Good evening, | adies
and gentlenen. This is a public hearing of the Zoning
Comm ssion of the District of Colunbia for Thursday,
January 16, 2003. My nane is Carol Mtten and joining
me this evening are Vice Chairman Ant hony Hood and
Conmi ssi oner Janes Hannaham and Comm ssi oner Peter
May. And we expect M. Parsons to join us
momentarily, as well.

The subject of this evening's hearing is
Zoni ng Comm ssion case 02-32, this is a request by
t he Georgetown University for Special exception
relief pursuant to Section 210 and 3104.1 of the
Zoni ng Regul ations 11 DCVR for further processing of
a proposed project within Georgetown's approved
canmpus plan. The specific request is for renovation
and enl argenment of the existing Ryan Adm nistration
Building to convert it to a Performng Arts Center.

Noti ce of today's hearing was published

in the D.C. Register on August 30, 2002 and in the

Washi ngton Ti nes on Cctober 17, 2002.

Thi s heari ng was post poned from Decenber
5, 2002 due to inclenent weather.

This hearing will be conducted in
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accordance with the provisions of a 11 DCVR Secti on
3104; these are the Board of Zoning Adjustnent rul es
whi ch we use in canpus plan cases.

And for the record, M. Parsons has
] oi ned us.

Copi es of the hearing announcenent are
avai l able to you and are | ocated near the door.

The order of procedure will be as
follows: Prelimnary matters foll owed by the
presentation of the applicant's case, the report of
the Ofice of Planning, reports by any other
gover nment agencies, the report of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conmi ssion 2-E, parties and persons in
support, parties and persons in opposition. And then
rebuttal by the applicant.

The following tinme constraints wll be
mai ntained in this hearing. The applicant will have
30 mnutes, parties will have 15 m nutes,
organi zations will have 5 m nutes and individuals
wi |l have 3 m nutes.

The Conmi ssion intends to adhere to these
time limts as strictly as possible in order to hear
the case in a reasonable period of tine. The
Commi ssion reserves the right to change the tine

limts for presentations if necessary, and noted that
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no tinme shall be ceded.

Parties may at anytine object to any
guestion posed to a witness by another party or to
evi dence sought to be introduced into the record if
it isirrelevant, immterial or unduly repetitious.
The Conmmi ssioners as well may request that such
testinmony or evidence not be received or that such
evi dence be struck fromthe record.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Conmission are to fill out two witness cards. These
cards are located on the table near the door.

Upon com ng forward to speak to the Comm ssion,
pl ease give both cards to the reporter who is sitting
to our right.

The decision of the Conmission in this
case nust be based exclusively on the public record.
To avoi d any appearance to the contrary, the
Conmmi ssi on requests that persons present not engage
t he menbers of the Conmm ssion in conversation during
a recess or at any other tinme. Staff will be
avai | abl e throughout the hearing to discuss
procedural questions. So you can direct those to M.
Sanchez if you have any questi ons.

Pl ease turn off all beepers and

cell phones at this tinme so as not to disrupt these
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pr oceedi ngs.

At this tine the Comm ssion will consider
any prelimnary matters.

Ms. Sanchez, do we have any prelimnary
matters?

M5. SANCHEZ: | have one. | just want to
state for the record that the affidavit of
mai nt enance of pointing has been received, and is in
proper form

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

And | would Iike to just begin by stating
that this is not a hearing about conpliant with the
canpus plan. There's a procedural matter that we need
to -- that we need to address in deliberation about
whet her or not the university is in conpliance with
the plan. And we woul d accept subm ssions into
evi dence if anyone disputes the university's
representations that they are in fact in conpliance
with the plan. But we are not going to take testinony
on that tonight.

So, | would nove to just posing a
guestion to Ms. G ordano. W have three requests for
party status, and | don't like to know if you have

any objections?
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M5. G ORDANO. No objections.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Al right. W have
requests for party status fromthe Ctizens
Associ ation of Georgetown, the Burleith Gtizens
Association and Coisters in Georgetown. Is there any
obj ection on the part of the Conm ssion to granting
party status to any of these groups?

Al'l right. Then w thout objections, the
Citizens Association of Georgetown, the Burleith
Citizens Associations and the Coisters in Georgetown
will be parties in this matter.

Are there any other prelimnary matters
bef ore we proceed?

Ms. Zartman, would you cone forward and
identify yourself for the record, please?

M5. ZARTMAN. My nane is Barbara Zartmn
speaking for the Citizens Association of Georgetown.

Your indication is contrary to the advise
we were given by staff that any question about
further proceeding under this application is a
subject for prelimnary matters, not for introduction
during the case in chief.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | can't speak to the
advi ce that you were given, but this hearing will go

forward because the standard to which the university
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is held by the condition in your order is that an
application may not be granted if they are not found
to be conpliance, not that they will not be given a
hearing, which is why we're going to nove forward
tonight. But anything that you would want to offer
as evidence that the university is not in conpliance,
if you haven't already submtted for the record, we'd
take that into the record and we woul d | eave anpl e
time -- keep the record open for anple tine to

recei ve that.

M5. ZARTMAN.  Well, we have all the
materials with us this evening, but you -- we should
wait until the parties in opposition. Because we're
not in opposition to the theater.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Wel |, actually, |1
mean, | don't want to have a hearing about that. I
don't want to have cross exam nation about this
stuff. It's just -- because you -- to submt factua
information into the informati on, the Conm ssion wll
evaluate it in deliberation.

M5. ZARTMAN. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  And we'll call you
forward -- when we call -- if you're in support when
we call for parties in support, then cone forward at

that time. W're just not going to have cross
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exam nation back and forth about the conpliance
i ssue.

M5. ZARTMAN.  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right?

Now, all individuals wishing to testify
this evening, please rise to take the oath.

Ms. Sanchez, would you adm nister the

oat h?
(Wher eupon, Wtness sworn).
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.
And |I'd ask the applicant to cone
forward.

M5. G ORDANG  Good eveni ng, Madam Chair,
menbers of the Conmi ssion.

This evening we have a brief presentation
on the project. To ny right is Al an Brangman,
architect of the university. And M. Brangman w | |
present the project.

To his right, M. Robert Baker-VWhite is
Director of the theater program of the university,
and he will describe the programthat this building
w || be devoted to.

We al so had testinony on the conpliance
issues. We had brief testinony which basically

summari zes the fairly extensive subm ssion that we
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made into the record. If the Comm ssion would prefer
that we just stand on that, witten subm ssion,
that's fine, too.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: |'d like the witten
subm ssion to suffice.

MB. G ORDANO.  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  And if you have
anything else that you would |ike to supplenent |ater
and give opportunity for all the folks to respond to
each other's subm ssions, but we don't want to dwell
on that this evening.

M5. G ORDANO. Ckay. All right.

Then wi t hout further ado t hen,
then we'll just go to the project presentation. |l
ask M. Brangman to provide his testinony.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

MR. BRANGVAN: Thank you.

The first thing | need to do is strike a
nunber of things fromny presentation as a result of
your comrents, Madam Chair

Good eveni ng, Madam Chair and nenbers of
t he Conm ssion. My nanme is Alan Brangman. |'mthe
university architect for CGeorgetown University. This
evening we will be presenting the university's

proposal for a new Perform ng Arts Center at the
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heart of Georgetown's canpus.

I'"d like to start with a very quick
overvi ew of our current approved canmpus plans, and
al so show how our proposed facility fits into that
plan. And if it's all right for the Conmssion, |I'd
like to do this up at the board.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Right. And | have
this, and sonetines this works and sonetines it
doesn't. So | just give it to you and hope for the
best. And the button's on the bottom

MR. BRANGVAN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. We're good.

MR. BRANGVAN:. The first thing I'd |ike
to do is orient the Commi ssion with the canpus
itself.

This is Georgetown University's canpus.
The main entrance at 37th and O Street is |ocated
here. This is Healy lawn, Copley Hall, this is Healy
Bui I ding, Copley. And this is the Ryan Adm ni stration
Bui | di ng, which is the subject building for the
project that we are proposing this evening.

The conmunity boundaries for the canpus
are the on the east, or northeast | should say of
Georgetown Visitation, 35th, 36th and 37th Street on

the east. On the south Prospect Street, Canal Road.
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On the west d over-Archibald Park. And then on the

north side of the canpus Reservoir Road and al so al
the way at the extrenme northeast is the Coisters.

Qur zoning data for this project is
depicted by this chart here. The zoning category for
the canpus is R3. W are known as Lot 1 in Square
1321. The current square footage for the canmpus is --
excuse ne. The canpus site area is 4.3 mllion, a
little bit larger than that. The canpus gross square
area is 4.9 mllion and that includes about 20,000
square feet for the Ryan Admi ni stration Buil ding. And
t hat nunber becones inportant later, as you'll see as
| tal k about the proposed square footage for the new
proj ect .

Qur canpus gross floor area allowabl e
1.8. The existing canmpus FAR is 1.12. Wth the new
proposed Ryan -- excuse ne. Performng Arts Center,
our canpus FARwill be 1.3, and that equates to 4.9
mllion square feet.

I wll step through the plans in a
monment, but | briefly just wanted to address the
square footage as related to what counts toward FAR
and what does not. W have four -- actually three
floors and a partial floor in the building. There is

a main | obby level, the main stage | evel and the nain
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basenent |evel. There's also a cellar Ievel which
doesn't get counted in the FAR count, but the total
count is 39,600 square feet. That nets against the
20, 300 square feet that currently exists in the Ryan
Adm ni stration Building, which then gives you a total
add on our FAR nunber of 19,298 square feet, which is
what takes us fromthe 1.2 to the 1.3 FAR It's a
very slight increase as a result of this building.

I"d like to nove to a review of the
project itself. This is just an enlargenent of the
canpus site area for the building and al so sone
cont ext phot ogr aphs.

The proposed site is here. This is the
Ryan Adm nistration Building. And then the proposed
addition that goes onto that. This is new North, old
North, Healy, Copley. This is Harbin. There's Jesuit
Cenmetery, which sits here and then just to the north
of that is the |ICC

There's a couple of site context photos
here. In this first photo here we're actually
standi ng over in the back of Copl ey | ooking northwest
-- excuse nme. Southwest towards the site. So the Ryan
Building is -- a corner of the Ryan Building sitting
here. The Jesuit Cenetery's down in this area. And

the new portion of the building with the stage house
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woul d actually sit in this area going back towards
Har bin Hal | .

This is a shot fromthe west just next to
Har bi n | ooki ng back east towards the backside of the
Ryan Adm ni stration Buil di ng.

This is a shot that's taken over near the
ICC, which is to the north |ooking towards the south
so you catch the corner of the Ryan Buil di ng here,
the new facility, again, would sit here basically
covering fromthis vanity point New North and A d
Nor t h.

This shot is taken fromthe Harbin
Terrace, which is here | ooking back towards the east,
agai n towards the backsi de of Ryan and Copl ey.

And then these two shots here are taken from
the site itself I ooking towards the north. This is
the ICC, the Intercultural Center. But you're
actually standing in the parking | ot that current
exi sts there now | ooking across the Jesuit Cenetery
towards the | CC

And then the |ast shot is taken fromthe
site itself. Again, standing in the parking | ot here
| ooki ng towards the northwest towards the Leavey
Center.

I'"d like to take a nonment just to step

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

t hrough the plans very quickly so that you have an

i dea of how the building lays out on the site. It
actually terraces down fromthe west portion of the
site towards the east -- or excuse nme. Fromthe east
section towards the west and we are going to utilize
the existing entrances of the Ryan Building. This is
a footprint of the Ryan Adm ni stration Buil ding here,
roughly about 5,000 square feet.

There are two entrances currently that
exist there into that building. W' re going to reuse
those as the main entrances into the theater building
itself. You'll enter into the |obby, which is a two
story space that waps around both the ticket and
concession and the main entrance areas into the 230
seat theater.

This space within the Ryan Building wll
be returned to its original two story hei ght exposing
the trusses that currently exist there that were
covered when we did renovation back in the 1950s to
actually insert a second floor within the buil ding.
Al'l that's being ripped out and we're going to turn
that back into a two story space so that as you wal k
around this | obby and prefunction area, you will have
an under st andi ng of what sone of that space used to

| ook like. And this shows what those trusses used to
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| ook |i ke when this was the nmain gymon the canpus.
I"'mnot sure how good the basketball team was back
then, but it's a pretty small place to play.

Actual ly, they may have been better than they are
today. |'mnot sure.

As you enter into the main |obby, as I
menti oned, these are the main entrances through sound
lots into the main seating of the auditorium If you
make a | eft and go down this corridor past a series
of bay wi ndows, there's a stairway that takes you
down to the main stage |evel.

It shows on this plan and you can see
here that in the facility for the first tine there's
actually two performance venues. One here, which is
t he percedi um stage theater. This is a 230 seat
facility. And then also a studio theater back in this
area, which will seat anywhere from 80 to 100 patrons
in that area. They have two sound lots that are off
of that main | obby corridor as well.

Also on this floor are the design and
scene shops. Design shop for the scene shop. There's
a scene shop, administrative offices back in these
two areas. And then also the main restroons for the
conplex in total are |located on that fl oor.

Cont i nui ng down t hrough the building on
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to the main basenent |evel, all the nechanical space
is tucked into the |Iower |evel of the Ryan Buil ding.
The cancel ed space is added on to the back under the
scene shop and then all of the dressing roons, trap
roons, orchestra pits directly under where the main
stage house and the auditorium audi ence chanber is.
And then behind that are two rehearsal spaces as well
as nusic practice roons and ot her support spaces that
are created on that mai n basenent | evel
And then finally at the cellar |evel al
the way at the west end of the building we tucked al
of the storage, archives, nore storage spaces as well
as nechani cal and | oadi ng docks, which are back in
this area here all the way at the west end of the
bui | di ng.
| mentioned our zoning conpilations,

whi ch are roughly about 39,000 square feet. W have a
measuring point that runs across the site that's
roughly like that in ternms of what the existing grade
is. Qur nmeasuring point happens here fromthe top of
t he penthouse to a point that's about 60 feet above

t hat medi um neasuring point, which is quite a bit

| ess than either the 90 or the 75 that we are all owed
on various parts of the camnpus.

Finally, on the exterior of the building
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as is the case with many of the buildings on this
portion of the campus, brick is the predom nant
material. We're proposing on this particular
facility, and this is all the new edition, the Ryan
Buil ding here, this is the east facade of the Ryan
Bui l ding so you're standing in back of Copley | ooking
for the west. And then is fromthe west side | ooking
back towards the buil ding.

As you can see here, we are proposing to
use the brick that's slightly redder and richer than
the original brick that's in the 1908 Ryan Buil di ng.
And then al so picking up on sone of the --
particularly the expanses of glass in the new
addition as it was used in the old addition al ong
with accents of both stone and cast stone as
architectural enbellishnents on the project.

Georgetown University is conmtted to
creating an sustaining an environnment in which
students can devel op physically, enotionally,
intellectually, norally and spiritually. Georgetown
University's mission is to build a conmunity that
serves as a context for building character. The idea
t hat education takes place within the context of a
comunity is deeply rooted in the Catholic and Jesuit

traditi ons upon which the university built.
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Georgetown University's Performng Arts
Center will serve as the education center for canpus
t heater supporting Georgetown's curricular goals in
the arts. Professor Robert Baker-Wite will address
t hese goals in a nonent.

Now, finally, the university feels that
this attractive designed building with be a
beneficial aesthetic addition to the canpus, the
nei ghbor hood and will inpose adverse effects on the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hood. The proposed buil di ng and
use is consistent with the purpose and intent of the
zoni ng regul ations and the map. For all these reasons
cited in my presentation, this applicant respectfully
requests that the Conm ssion grant the requested
speci al excepti on.

Thank you.

MR. BRANGVAN: Thank you, M. Brangnan.

Shoul d we go ahead with the next w tness.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes, we'll hold our
guesti ons.

M5. G ORDANG Ckay. And then we can
answer questions after.

PROFESSOR BAKER- WHI TE:  Madam Chai r and
menbers of the Comm ssion, | am Robert Baker-Wite,

the Director of the theater program at Georget own.
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I want to speak very briefly on Georgetown's
curricular initiatives in the arts, and nore
specifically the performng arts as they relate to
t he design, the location and the functions of the
proposed Performng Arts Center.

Georgetown's historical cormitnment to
educating the whol e student includes a newy
reinvigorated commtnment to enhanced education in the
arts. However, for too | ong Georgetown
under graduates wi shing to pursue activities in
t heater have had to contend to small and substandard
| earni ng environnent. Existing spaces on canpus for
theatrical course work and for theatrical production
have, in all cases, been carved from buil di ngs
desi gned for other uses. The spaces are cranped, ill-
equi pped and do not allow for the type of artistic
experience that Georgetown students crave, nor for
the type of artistic learning in which they are
prepared excel

The proposed Performng Arts Center woul d
fill these gaps. As have been shown, the buil ding
will bring nmuch needed performance space as well as
rehearsal areas, state of the art scene and costune
shops and specially equi pped cl assroons for

under graduate instruction. These spaces w |l support
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curricular initiatives and co-curricul ar perfornmance
prograns. It will be a hone at the center of canpus
for students involved in the arts and for the
primarily undergraduate audi ences that will view
their artistic work.

It is not a grand building, but it's
desi gned specifically to acconmpdate the needs of a
thriving and grow ng undergraduate theater program

One point | want to enphasize is that
this building will serve as a central location in the
heart of Georgetown's canpus for the students
centered activity that presently takes place al nost
entirely outside the gates.

Pulton Hall on 37th Street and the Wl sh
Bui I ding on 36th are the current hones for student
theater at Georgetown. Bringing the center of
theatrical activity into the mddle of canpus wl|
serve not only to allow students to spend nore
educational time there, but will also work in rea
and synbolic terns to bring the arts to the center of
CGeorgetown' s | earni ng experi ence.

Thank you.

M5. 3 ORDANO Thank you. That concl udes
the testinmony of our witnesses and they' re avail able

for cross exam nation and questions fromthe

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

Conmi ssi on.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  All right. Any
guestions? Any questions fromthe Comm ssion?

| just have one question. In your
presentation you nentioned the fact that there's a
parking lot currently and this will occupy the
parking lot. And it says in your subm ssion that you
have -- | don't know if you neant to say this
preci sely, but you have your 4,080 parking spaces. So
what -- how many spaces are there and what's going to
t ake their place?

MR BRANGVAN: That | ot has about --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  You want this m ke
agai n?

VMR, BRANGVAN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  You got to have one
or the other.

MR. BRANGVAN:. Thank you. The lot that
we' re speaki ng about in back of Ryan has about 10
spaces in it and is located. And the intent with the
sout hwest quadrangle, which will be conplete this
summer, there will be a 800 car parking garage in
this conplex. Just to the north up here is the Leavey
Center, where there's a 1,000 car conplex right now.

We are currently valeting sone spaces.
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And what will happen is as these spaces cane on |ine,
they'Il either be recaptured in this conplex or in
the conplex that sits to the north in the Leavey
Center.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thank you.

And can you tell us -- | think the one
floor of the building, of the Ryan Adm nistration
Building is currently occupied by the student
financial affairs office or sonething |ike that.

MR, BRANGVAN:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: So where will they
go?

MR. BRANGVAN: Actually, at the time when
we did our first subm ssion, that was true. It's no
| onger true now. What we did was renovate -- this
canpus pl an.

What we did was renovate sonme space in
the [ ower |evel of White-Gavner, next to the
adm ssions office. And we noved the |ast tenants that
were in here up into really a student service center
up there with the registrar's office. So that has
wor ked out very well.

The building sits vacant now ready for
renovati on.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Al'l right. Thank
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you.

Anyone el se, any questions?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: There doesn't seem
to be a site plan that shows circulation around --
are people going to be wal king on the roads or how do
peopl e get to the building and nove about? And
there's only one entrance, as | gather?

MR, BRANGVAN. Actually there are 3
entrances to the building. There's one main entrance
for primarily for audience, which is the | obby
entrance that | tal ked about.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

MR BRANGVAN:  Wiich is shown here. There
is al so a secondary student entrance, which happens
towards the northeast -- having fun now. Happens
towards the northeast side of the building, which is
| ocated up here. This is directly in back of Copley.
So this roadway here between Copley and Ryan is one
of the main wal kways that students will use as many
times as they go back, in back of Copley towards the
ICC, which is this road right here.

And then the third entrance to the
building is down at the | owest |evel off of --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: \Where's Vanna Wite

when you need her?
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MR. BRANGVAN: Thank you. O f of the

service -- | think I"'mlosing this one.

Of of the service dock, which is down in
this area.

So, M. Parsons, what happens around the
building currently the way that circul ati on works
around this is with the residents halls dowm in this
area, here and here, there's a lot of traffic that
uses that road that cones up under New North and uses
there. There's traffic that cones this way, as well
as when the service drive is put in here, there'll be
additional traffic that comes down that way. So the
intent is to have -- particularly pedestrian traffic
be able to circulate totally around the building,
with the exception of the piece that nestles up
agai nst the Jesuit Community. So 3 sides of the
buil ding are effectively accessible.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: So you're going to
do sone | andscapi ng around the buil di ng?

MR. BRANGVAN. Yes. W do have a ful
| andscape pl an.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  You need a
vi deot ape of this play when you get hone.

MR. BRANGVAN: This may force nme to Power

Poi nt, which is nuts.
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W will have -- there is as part of the
constructi on docurment package that's bei ng put
together is a final |andscape plan that goes with
t hat .

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: All right. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. M. May?

COW SSI ONER MAY: | just want to foll ow
up on that.

I think maybe the point that M. Parsons
is trying to get tois the fact that the pedestrian
circulation all around that building, particularly on
t he east and south sides, are on the roadways. But
t he roadways are not heavily travel ed by vehicles.

MR BRANGVAN: That's correct.

COMWM SSI ONER MAY:  Ri ght.

MR BRANGVAN: That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Anyone el se have any questions?

Is there anyone here representi ng ANC 2E?
Oh, hi. Wuld you like to ask any guestions on cross
exam nation? kay. That's fine.

Ms. Zartman, do you have any questions
on cross exam nation?

Is M. Solonpobn here for the Citizens
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Associ ations? Any cross exami nation.

WOVAN:  NO

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

And, Ms. Zartman, you're also
representing the C oisters?

WOVAN:  (OFf m crophone).

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN:  Okay. Thank you. So
no cross exam nation. Thank you very nuch.

Now we' Il nove to the report fromthe
Ofice of Planning, M. Fondermth.

Thank you, Madam Chai rman and nenbers of
the Comm ssion. |I'm John Fondersmth, devel opnent and
review specialist with the Ofice of Planning.

In summary, we recommend approval of the
speci al exception to allow construction of this new
Performng Arts Center on the canpus at Georget own
University. And I'd like to just hit sonme high points
her e.

We, of course, described the canpus
setting, which you' ve heard. And I think it's
i nportant to agai n enphasi ze the kind of special
| ocation of this building right off Healy Lawn, which
is one of the great kind of urban spaces in the this
city.

W think it is an innovative design that
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uses an old building in a new way and puts the
addition on and adjusts to the site.

The university has indicated in their
subm ssion a nunber of reasons to build a nodern
Performng Arts Center to replace or to consolidate
the scattered | ocation of the arts around canpus.

In our report we did nention the
conditions 11 and 12 that relate to events held at
the arts center and are intended to reduce traffic
i npacts or any potential traffic inpacts of the
center on the adjacent Georgetown conmmunity. And this
avoi ds scheduling -- just sunmarize these that are in
our report. And fromthe order that the applicant
shoul d:

Avoi d scheduling events that attract
| arge nunber of visitors to the canpus during peak
periods -- peak traffic periods.

Weekday eveni ng performances at the
Performng Arts Center expected to draw nore than 100
visitors shall began no earlier than 7:00 p.m And
al though that's the way it's worded, we've
interrupted that 100 visitors fromoff the canmpus.

And then at the Perform ng Arts Center
Harbin Field the arena shall be used for purposes

related to the university and not for non-university

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

events with the primary purpose of revenue
generati on.

W note that the way the | obby space in
the new building is being used, as it pointed out,
it's going to be opened up and will kind of glow like
a lantern will certainly provide an interesting
buil ding feature just off Healy Lawn, especially in
t he evening. And you've had sone testinony about the
desi gn of the building.

The transportation inpacts are expected
to be [imted. We note here that even if both
theaters were operating at the sane tine and all the
seats were filled, the total attendance woul d be
about -- would be 330 persons. The university has
said they expect 75 percent of the audience to be
CGeorgetown University students who would primarily
wal k to the Performng Arts Center fromtheir
resi dence on canmpus or in the comunity. So,
therefore just going through the nunbers, the inpact
fromother people, that is non-university people
comng to the center, would be very limted and there
are conditions in the order for university, if it's
over 100 persons, to provide guides to direct traffic
S0 on.

So the university expects that the
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traffic and over-spill parking inpacts in
nei ghbor hoods around the canpus would be Iimted and
we think that assunption is reasonabl e.

The university's outlined the reasons why
they think it's not objectionable, and we believe
t hose are reasonabl e assunpti ons.

| do want to point out on page 5 in our
report just a typo just for the record. The report
says that the -- with the new Performng Arts Center
it's considerably belowthe 1.8 FAR limt in the plan
and is also well belowthe 1.14 FAR That's sinply an
i nversion. That should be 1.41. It doesn't effect
this case at all, but | just want to nmake sure that
was correct.

You' ve heard or you will hear from
community groups. And, of course, this building is in
the Georgetown Historic District and therefore
subject to design review by the O d Georgetown Board
and it's gone through a nunber of reviews and been
approved by the Conmm ssion of Fine Arts.

So therefore in sunmary, we do recommend
approval of the requested special exception for
CGeorgetown University to construct this arts center.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you, M.
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Fondersm t h.

Any questions fromthe Conmm ssion? Any
guestions?

Ms. G ordano, any questions? M.
Starrels, any questions? Ms. Zartman? Ms. Hardy? Al
right.

M. Fondersmth, did you make referral to
DDOT on this or not? Because we don't have a report,
| notice.

Can you turn on your m crophone for ne?

MR FONDERSM TH:  We tal ked to them about
it. W did not get a report fromthem

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right. Thank
you.

| don't believe there are reports of any
ot her agenci es, anyone representing another agency
here tonight. Al right.

We'll nove to the report of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conm ssi on 2E, then.

MR, STARRELS: Good eveni ng.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Good evening. |
need you to turn that m ke on and state your nane for
the record when you begin.

MR. STARRELS: M nane is Bill Starrels,

and | represent ANC 2E.
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["l'l just read for the record a letter
that was submitted on Novenber 29, 2002. The letter
was addressed to the Chair, Carol Mtten, of the
Zoning Commission. And it sinply reads: "At the
regul ar public neeting of ANC-2E on Qctober 29, 2002,
whi ch was duly noticed and attended by all 8
conmi ssi oners the above referenced item was
di scussed."” And that's our case nunber 02-32
CGeorgetown University Performng Arts Center

"The Conm ssion had previously revi ewed
the plans for the project in connection with
Hi storical Preservation Review, just recently on July
2, 2002. At the Cctober 29 neeting a brief
presentation was made by Al an Brangman, University of
architect. After the discussion ANC 2E unani nously
passed the following notion:" And it reads: "ANC 2E
supports the proposal as presented for the Perforn ng
Arts Center at Georgetown University and appl auds
enhancenent and opportunity for student theater
productions and education it represents.”

And then it reads to please find the
attached letter from Linda G eenan, Assistant Vice
President to External Relations at Georgetown
Uni versity detailing the construction process that

will be inplenented during the building of the
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Performng Arts Center.

Thank you for your consideration. It's
signed by the fornmer Chair Peter Pulsilver, Chair,
ANC- 2E

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyt hi ng el se?

MR. STARRELS: That's it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  All right. Any
questions for M. Starrels?

Ms. G ordano?

M5. G ORDANG  No questi ons.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Any questions?
Okay. Thank you.

MR. STARRELS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  Now, I'Il call for
parties in support. However, the Citizens Association
of CGeorgetown finds thenselves at this nonent, if
they're a party in support, they could cone forward,
or you can wait.

MS. GORDANG | think we'll wait.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Okay. And CGitizens
Associ ati on.

WOVAN: W' I wai t.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:.  Then | have the

witness list here. And | have -- I'mgoing to call a
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panel forward. We have four seats there at the table.

Justin Wagner, Leland Allan, Eric Lashner, Jean Lord.
kay. Wiy don't | just have anyone --

any persons who'd like to testify in support cone to

the table at this tine. Al right. W have two

t akers here.

Just turn the m ke on. You'll each have 3
mnutes to testify. You turn the m ke on by touching
the base and a light will conme on, and you identify
yourself for the record and begin your testinony.

MR. WAGNER:  Justin Wagner, fornmer ANC
Comm ssioner, 2E-05. Forner as in 14 days ago.

As a fornmer ANC Conmi ssioner and a
student at CGeorgetown University, ny district
represented both the Georgetown community as well as
CGeorgetown University. And with that perspective, |I'd
like to testify in support of the project, bringing
agai n the perspectives of both the community and
student body.

First, | believe the community support of
this project evidenced by the unani nous ANC support
that Conmm ssioner Starrels just testified about, can
be broken down into 3 main points.

The first was the respectful and hunbl ed

design in accordance with canmpus architecture M.
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Brangman al ready presented.

Second, for the student comunity an
exciting devel opnent to help bring canpus life and
reinvigorate the performng arts program at
CGeor get own.

And third, and | believe this is the nost
significant step forward that this project wll
bring, is that it'll help relocate student life to
canpus.

When the Board of Zoning Adjustnent heard
the ten year plan, subbing that, they asked in -- and
t he student body asked for as well as the comunity
was to be able to put nore students on the canpus.
This project helps relocate student |ife activities
to the canpus will draw a greater nunber of students
of f canpus onto the canpus for activities,
per f ormances, etcetera.

And while I had planned to make a coupl e
of conmments about the inprovenent in nei ghborhood
conduct and town issues, | think that would touch on
conpliance. And so instead |I'mjust going to enter a
letter I've submitted into the record, if that's okay
with the Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: That woul d be great.

MR. WAGNER: Wbnderful . Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you. And j ust

hol d your seat until your friend there testifies, and
then we m ght have a few questi ons.

MR. LASHNER  Hell o, Madam Chair and the
rest of the Comm ssion. My nane is Eric Lashner, and
| am a Georgetown University sophonore, as well as a
D.C. resident.

| cane today prepared today a little bit
to tal k about conpliance issues, but | also am
involved in theater on canpus. I'mgoing to be in a
show next nmonth. And | wanted to talk a little bit
about that perspective.

Comng to Georgetown | was pretty shocked
to hear that we did not have a theater. A nmjor
elite university does not have, |ike a theater.

So I'mvery excited about this project as
wel |l as the hundreds of other students that are
i nvolved in theater on canpus. And even though we do
not have an official theater, we have incredible
peopl e invol ved student run productions that are
deeply dedicated, and that also provide activities
for students on canmpus on a weekly basis. There is
theater going on all the time at CGeorgetown keeping
students on canpus, inproving the quality of life for

students as well as residents off canpus.
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One little exanple is that we have a
program cal |l ed M dni ght Theater. So at m dni ght
there's a theater production free for any student who
wants to on canpus. So students can cone, you know,
no matter where they are and cone on canpus and not
be out in the nei ghborhood causing a ruckus. So
they're basically --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Do they do that?

MR. LASHNER: | haven't seen nuch, but
you know, that is sonetines a concern. But things do
back onto canpus creates a community. It also hel ps
us develop our talents to be productive nenbers of
society. And also, | mght add for the record, that
Georgetown University contributes to the quality of
life of the entire District of Colunbia. The nunber
of hours of community service are inmreasurable. The
amount of influence that we have on sone of the nost
i mpoveri shed areas of D.C. is incredible. And I
really hope that Georgetown is able to continue to
bri ng wonderful students to its canpus. And the only
way it can do that is if it has a performng arts
center as an attraction for elite students who are
going to give back to this comunity now and far into
the future. If we have a theater, we will be able to

better bring students who can change the world back
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to Georget own.

Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Any questions for M. \Vagner or M.

Lashner? Any questions.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM ~ Madam Chair, |

have one question for M. Lashner. You said you want

to be performance. Wat tine does it start?

MR LASHNER: It starts at 8:00 on the

| ast week of February.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al |l right. Any

guestions, Ms. G ordano?

M5. G ORDANC No questi ons.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. M's. Zartnman?
M5. ZARTMAN. No questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms. Hardy, any

guestions?

M5. HARDY: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  All right. Thanks,

gent | eman.

Al'l right. Now we'll nove to parties in

opposition. And I think Ms. Zartman, you can cone

and Ms. Hardy, you can cone down, too.

In the interest of fair play and not
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having -- giving you nore tinme than the applicant
had, | will give you each ten mnutes on the clock if
you need that.

M5. ZARTMAN: | don't think we'll need
any |ike that.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  All right.

M5. ZARTMAN. As | said, we just --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Wbyul d you m nd j ust
stating your nane?

M5. ZARTMAN. |'msorry. |'m Barbara
Zartman. |I'mrepresenting Ctizens Association of
CGeorgetown, which |Iike nost of the other
organi zati ons, work very hard during the course of
t he canpus plan hearings to get the conditions
witten into the order that you have heard about.

W were pleased that the BZA did that. W
think that they will be protective. It's -- the
project of the theater on canpus is sonmething that's
personal ly very attractive to nme and | think the
community shares the sense that it will be a rea
asset in bringing students back on canpus.

It's painful at this tinme to have to say,
however, we nust oppose its processing at this tine
for the reasons we'll submit on paper. The materi al

we had been prepared to present tonight and
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participate in the programthat you outline for
responding to other naterials. But we believe the

i ssues are so substantial that the Comm ssion is
prohi bited fromnoving further with this canmpus pl an
anmendnent and that is painful.

The good news is we think it's remedi abl e
in 45 days, perhaps at the outside, and therefore
this very fine project, which has been in design
review for perhaps 2 years, will not be significantly
del ayed and we can all enjoy the benefits of a very
exerci sed zoni ng process.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Ms. Hardy?

M5. HARDY: Yes. Thank you very much
Madam Chair, for giving us a chance to cone forth.
The Burleith Ctizens Association, who | represent,
is Bonnie Hardy and our president is Ed Sol onon was
especially keying in one of the particular
conditions, and that is condition 14 which deals with
out of state car registration.

| don't want to get into ny testinony now
fromyour comrents that you said earlier, but that's
the direction that Burleith is comng fromon this,
and for the same reasons Ms. Zartman nentioned,

requesting again painfully because | nust say the
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Performng Arts Center is one of the -- it's a fine
| ooki ng buil ding as proposed. It's a wonderful
program | couldn't agree nore with what Justin
Wagner said. It's sonething that's needed on the
canpus and is great for canpus life, which is what
we're all interested in.

This particular condition | don't think
has been addressed properly. | have a statenent here
wWth exhibits, so |I'd happy to give to the record.
And hope that you will look at it carefully and
consi der perhaps a postponenent of the okay of this
project until this is put into what we think is
better form Wat the Board of Zoning Adj ustnent
i nt ended.

Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Let ne just ask you, have either of you
filed a request for review fromthe conpliance review
person on staff at the O fice of Zoning regarding the
conpliance of the university with their canpus plan
order?

M5. ZARTMAN. Staff and corporation
counsel advised to take this process and handle it as
a prelimnary nmatter tonight.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Rat her than file
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MS. HARDY: The answer's no for us.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Okay. All right.

Any questions fromthe Comm ssion?

Any questions, Ms. G ordano?

M5. G ORDANG  No questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

M. Starrels, any questions for these
folks? Al right.

Thank you.

M5. HARDY: Thank you very mnuch

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  And we | ook forwar
to receiving your subm ssion

MS. ZARTMAN. | have themto turn in
t oni ght.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. G eat.

Anyone el se, any persons who would |ike
to testify in opposition?

Al'l right. Then we'll conclude with any
rebuttal or closing remarks that you'd |ike to nmake

M5. G ORDANG No cl osing renmarks, Ms.
Chair. Basically we have already submtted our
materials on the conpliance issue and | think
understand the parties to be saying that they're

submtting theirs this evening. So, we would like
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have a brief opportunity to respond.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Sure.

M5. G ORDANG.  Maybe 7 days woul d be
adequate. And we woul d hope that the subm ssions
woul dn't delay the processing of this project, which
is sonething the university is very anxious to
i mpl enment .

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: | wunderstand. Al
right.

Thank you.

M5. G ORDANG  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: What 1'd like to do
just in case there's anyone here this eveni ng who
m ght want to submt sonething regarding the
conpl i ance question, is |eave the record open for
subm ssions ont hat point for another week, a week
fromthis evening. And then | eave tinme for coments.
I'd say maybe 2 weeks.

We're having 2 public neetings in
February. So if you don't hit the first one, you'l
hit the second one.

So what woul d those dates be, M.
Sanchez? One week and then 2 week for responses?

MS. SANCHEZ: Yes. One week woul d be

January 23rd.
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CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  January 23rd.

M5. SANCHEZ: Responses would -- and that
woul d be like 3:00 p.m, | believe.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes.

M5. SANCHEZ: And then 2 weeks, woul d be
February 6th by 3:00 p. m

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

M5. SANCHEZ: Which could possibly give
us enough tinme for the first neeting in February. If
not, then the second one.

M5. G ORDANO Just so I'mclear, we're
antici pati ng anot her subm ssion by one of the
parties. | have one here now.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: What we're doing is
we're |l eaving the record open until the 23rd of
January for any subm ssions on the conpliance
guestion. And then there will be the opportunity for
responses to those submni ssions by the applicant or by
the parties by February 6th.

M5. G ORDANO.  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  And then the record
will be closed finally.

M5. 3 ORDANO Ckay. Are these probably
the only two subm ssions, thought, that we just

recei ved.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wl |, M. Wagner has

something that he's going to submt on the
conpl i ance question. And then if anyone el se here
this evening cares to --

M5. GIORDANO. All right.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: -- submit anyt hi ng.
| just want to nake sure we give anple opportunity.

Al'l right. Then | think if the schedule
is set, I'd like to thank you all for com ng down
this evening. | was afraid mybe we'd have anot her

snow day today since this seens to attract snow.

Let's see, and as we said, we'll nmake a
decision at this -- on this case probably in February
and our first neeting in February is scheduled -- our

regul ar neeting is scheduled for the 10th and we'l
be scheduling another neeting approximately 2 weeks
following that. So to ascertain which of those
nmeetings this matter will be scheduled for, you can
contact the staff and this office.

And | now declare this public hearing
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 7:30 p.m the hearing was

adj our ned.)
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